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GVN STATEMENTS INDICATING ASSENT TO NLJ- 

US COURSE OF ACTION By-^J— 

U OCTOBER 13 MEETING WITH THIEU (SAIGON 40220). 

..THIEU THAN SAID SO LONG AS WE ARE GOING TO PRESS 

THE OFFENSIVE IN THE SOUTH AND L }g S * M J^ D v ?S: ATfpTHE DM2 
ARE PREPARED TO RESUME THE BOMBING IF THEY VIOLATE THE DMZ 

OR ATTACK THE MAIN CITIES, HE IS READY TO GO ALONG* AFTER 

ALL?" HE SAID," THE PROBLEM IS NOT TO STOP 

TO STOP THE WAR, AND WE MUST TRY THIS PATH TO SEE IF THEY 

ARE SERIOUS." I THOUGHT THIS A STATESMAN’S VIEW. 

...WE THEN TALKED ABOUT TIMING AND PROCEDURES FOR 
HANDLING NEXT ACTION, AS REPORTED IN 4 REFTEL 

(SAIGON 40178). I MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE COULD NOT SAY 
PUBLICILY THAT THERE WERE CONDITIONS OR RECIPROCITY, 

BUT THE FACTS WOULD SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. HE UNDERSTOOD. 

...COMMENT? I MUST CONFESS I THOUGHT THIEU WOULD WANT 
TO THINX OVER-NIGHT ABOUT THIS BEFORE PROVIDING AN ANSWER, 

BUT HE RESPONDED IMMEDIATELY AND UN£QUftt STuAS 
TIMES HE THINXS CLEARLY AND LOGICALLY. THIS MEETING WAS 

THE LATEST DEMONSTRATION OF THIS* AND IT IS ALSO THE 

ANSWER TO THOSE WHO THINK HE IS INDECISIVE. 

2. OCTOBER 15 MEETING WITH THIEU (SAIGON 40330). 

...WE THEN WENT OVER AGAIN, AT HIS REQUEST, THE WAY 
IN WHICH THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD BE HANDLED, ITS 
BREVITY* THE ABSENCE OF ANY REFERENCE TO CONDITIONS OR 
REPROCITY, ETC. HE SAID THIS WAS ACCEPTABLE, BBT HE 
WISHED TO IMPRESS ON US THE IMPORTANCE OF NO LONG DELAY 
BETWEEN THE CESSATION ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE FIRST MEETING 
TO BE ATTENDED BY THE GVN, OR ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THEY WOULD 
ATTEND? IF THERE WAS A LONG DELAY, HE WOULD. HAVE SERIOUS 

PROBLEMS. I SAID WE WERE CONSCIOUS OF THIS. 

1 , • 

HE SAID AMBASSADOR LAM WOULD HEAD THE TALKS IN THE 
FIRST INSTANCE. BUT HE WOULD NEED TO BE REINFORCED. I 

ftlxis if he had in mind to use vp ky, as he once thought 

HE MIGHT. HIS ANSWER WAS VAGUE AND NON-COMMITTAL* I HAD 
THE IMPRESSION THAT HE DID NOT INTEND TO SENDKY OUT^-- 
AT LEAST NOT IN THE EARLY STAGES. BERGER SEPARATELY HAD 
THE SAME IMPRESSION. 
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5. BUNKER/THIEU MEETING OCTOBER 15 (SAIGON 40372). 

t c»u THTEll aT 0700 HOURS* AND WENT- OVER SEQUENCE IN 
pfbms OF PRIVATE MEETING AGREEMENT AT X HOURS* THEREAFTER 

?Ss oSI, xiSi IrSrSSffis fSr different steps, n also sent 

OVER DRAFTS OF PROPOSED STATEMENTS^. 

int£iS£ L c«I£ St!® hear ins 

RESULTS PRIVATE TALKS. 

HE RAISED SEVERAL IMPORTANT POINTS ON DRAFTS: 

a ut no ifpTS TO PHRASE "DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
A * VIET-NAM* IN JOINT STATEMENT AND PREFERS NORTH VIET-NAH, 

OR NORTH OF 17TH PARALLEL. 

n hf INSISTS THAT JOINT ANNOUCEMENT EITHER POSITIVELY 
* SIfer TO GVN ATTENDANCE AND FORMAL SESSION, OR DELETION 
SI “l REFERENCE t5 A JOINT SESSION TOMORROW IN THIS 

announcement. 

c HE ALSO PLANS TO MAKE STATEMENT AFTER JOINrANNOUNCEMENT 
c * TccMjpn AND FEELS HE MUST REFER THERE TO GVN 

ATTENDANCE AT FIRST FORMAL MEETING. HE HOPES PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON WILL DO LIKEWISE. 

n ut<; <sfparaTE STATEMENT WILL AVOID ANY REFERENCE 

TO CONDITIONS, AGREEMENTS, ETC. AND WILL FOLLOW LINE 

WE PROPOSED#*•# 








4. BUNKER/THIEU MEETING 0( OBER 16 (SAIGON 40379)* ( 

HE THEN SPOKE OF THE MEETING HE HAD HAD WITH THE 
naTTONa! SECURITY COUNCIL AND SAID THAT THEY WERE ALL AGREED 
SS 12? THSIi MINTS IN RELATION TO THE CESSATION. OF BOMBING, 
£!l wnS M EASING THEIR CONCERN ABOUT 
THE NLF PRESENCE AT THE MEETINGS. 

HE THEN REFERRED TO OUR DRAFT JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT 
ON CESSATION*"AND SAID HE WOULD PREFER THAT NO REFERENCE AT 
ALL NAS MADE TO THE CONVENING OF a FORMAL SESSION IN THE 
10TNT ANNOUNCEMENT* AND HE WOULD SUBSTITUTE FOR PARA 2 THE 
FOLLOWING SENTENCE: "THIS COMMON DECISION HAS B£EN_TAKEN 
IN IMPUTE CONFORMITY WITH OUR MANY PUBUC STATEMENTS ON 

THE CESSATION OF THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIET-NAM. 

\ 

separate 5 SSSiaS^ ?SoSIot°?Sat 

even^in^that statement, he; mightJJOT “^spkific reference 

TO THE DATE AND TIME OF .THE FORMAL MEETING WHICH SVN 
WILL JOIN, BUT HE MAY ONLY SAY THE PEACE WILL REQUIRE 
SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS. HE SAID TWENTY-FOUR 
CESSATION, THIS WOULD SPEAK for itself, (comment, he 
MAY HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS AND, THEREFORE, WILL 

AWAIT HIS TEXT.) 

5. THIEU/BUNKER MEETING OCTOBER 17 (SAIGON 40532). 

HE SAID THAT IT WOULD CAUSE GREAT DIFFICULTIES FOR THE GVN 
SHOULD A MEETING TAKE PLACE AFTER CESSATION WITHOUT THE 
GVN PRESENCE. 


...THIEU SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO STUDY OUR PROPOSAL 
(RELATING TO GVN PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE DRAFT JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE) OVERNIGHT AND WOULD TALK WITH ME ABOUT IT 
TOMORROW. I SAID I THOUGHT IT IMPORTANT THAT WE AGREE ON 
THE TEXT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SINCE WE MIGHT GET A REPLY 
FROM HANOI AT ANY MOMENT.... 

6. BUNKER/THIEU MEETING OCTOBER 20 (SAIGON 40710). 

...AT THIS POINT I GAVE HIM THE DRAFT TEXT OF THE 
JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT USING THE WORDS NORTH VIET-KAJI IN Tffi 
FIRST PARAGRAPH AND OMITTING THE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE STARTING 
WITH THE WORDS "CONSISTENT WITH THE PRINCIPLES, EIC, IN 
PARA TWO. HE READ IT AND SAID HE THOUGHT IT WAS SATISFACTORY 
AND THAT THE QUESTION WHICH NOW REMAINED WAS HOW TO SOLVE 
THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THE NLF PRESENCE. 

...AS I GOT UP TO LEAVE I SAID THAT WHILE SOME MIGHT 
OBJECT TO THE-GVN GOING INTO TALKS WITH HANOI AND THE NLF, 

HE MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT THE GREAT MAJORITY OF SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE WERE TIRED OF WAR AND WANTED AN END. WHILE HE 
MIGHT BE CRITICIZED FOR ATTENDING THE MEETINGS BY SOME, 

MANY MORE WOULD CRITICIZE HIM FOR REFUSING TO ATTEND. HE 
SAID HE WAS CONSCIOUS OF THE DESIRE FOR PEACE HERE, AS 
WELL AS ELSEWHERE, AND THIS IS WHY HE IS SEARCHING SO 
DESPERATELY FOR A MEANS WHICH WILL-ENABLE HIM TO JOIN IN 

the talks and stay. 
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7. BUNKER’S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU OCTOBER 28 
<SAIG0N 41323). , ( 

...I OPENED BY SAYING THAT WASHINGTON WELCOMED HIS 

and ky*s suggestions at our last meeting for changes in 

THE DRAFT JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT, AND HAD AMENDED THE LAST 
VERSIONS TO GIVE EFFECT TO THESE CHANGES, THE MAIN ONE OF 
WHICH WAS TO ELABORATE THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH TO INCLUDE 
CERTAIN POINTS INTENDED ORIGINALLY TO FIGURE IN OUR 
PRESIDENT’S ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT. THE RESULT WE THOUGHT 

WAS A MUCH BETTER AND FULLER JOINT ANN 2S N 5?? E 2l ir F 5?5 n fRl5FMTS 
POINT OF VIEW. AND I HOPED IT WOULD MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THE 6VN. I DID NOT SEE HOW WE COULD GO ANY FURTHER. 

...THIEU READ THE NEW DRAFT AND SAID, "I DO NOT Sip 
HOW WE CAN ASK FOR ANYTHING MORE.” HE WILL. DISCUSS IT 
WITH KY AND THE PRIME MINISTER. HE ASKED IF.THERE WAS 
ANYTHING NEW IN THE TALKS WITH HANOI. 

...THIEU ASKED WHY WAS HANOI DELAYING SINCE THpE WAS 
UNDERSTANDING IN PRINCIPLE ALMOST TWO WEEKS AGO. I SAID I 
MD^fSoi" IT HA? 1 BE THAT THEY ARE HAVING TROUBLE WITH 

THE NLF," BERGER INTERJECTED. "IT MAY BE THAT THEY ARE 
crrnnYTNG THE SIGNS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOU AND US WHICH 
HAVE^APPEARED HERE, AND NOW SEE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DRIVE A 
WEDGE BETWEEN US, AND CAPITALIZE ON IT. THIEU SAID THEY 
WOULD CERTAINLY TRY TO DO THAT.... 

I SAID WE WERE UNABLE TO GO ANY FURTHER IN MEETING 

THE*GVN NEEDS THAN THE DRAFT J^NTAJJSSHSaPmffTTNG^BEFORE 
COULD NOT MEET THEIR REQUEST FOR PROCEDURAL MEETINGS BEFORE 

THE MAIN MEETING. THEY HAD THEREFORE TO I DEC J5 E T ™ T MTrHT 
THEY WERE GOING TO JOIN THE TALKS OR NOT, AN_ 

HMi TO DECIDE OS SHORT NOTICE. I SUGGESTED A JOINT MEETING 
WITH KY AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER THIS AFTERNOON TO SEE IF 
amv T<;c;inre: rfmaIN WE WILL MEET AT 1703 HOURS. I SAID IF 
THE GVN RAISES NEW CONDITIONS AND DOES NOT JOIN ^E FIRST MEET I 
THIEU^SHOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE SERIOUS C0NSE8UENCES OF 
SUCH A DECISION. HE SAID HE WAS AWARE OF THEM, 

BUT THOUGHT WE WERE PRETTY WILL AGREED NOW BETWEEN US. 

TWTF11 THEN ASKED HOW WE THOUGHT THE TALKS WOULD MOVE. 

WE SAID^WE^THOUGHT aT ANY EARLY STAGE HANOI WOULD PUT IN 
nrMAMnq FOR a CEASE-FIRE, FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE US 

AND ALUM FORCES; AN5 FOR COALITION OR REVISION OF THE 

«A«PTTTiiTTmj m pfrmiT COALITIONS. WE SHOULD BE PREPARING 
SKKgIStC?: Fol §?AUNG 10 S!th“tHESE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES. 

COMMENT* I THINK WE ARE IN THE CLEAR HERE, BUT WILL. 
vhou FOR CERTAIN AFTER TONIGHT’S JOINT MEETING. I AM FOR 
DIGGING IN AT A THIS POINT, UNLESS THEY COME FORWARD WITH 
ANY CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS. 
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8. JOINT MEETING WITH THIEU, Kl Awu in««" - - 

•SaS^ss 

THIEU) SHOVED HOV NECESSARY IT HAD BEEN. I ®J!|r B ALS0 T BY H BEB6ER 
« THE END OF THE HEETIN8 (ATTENDED ON OUR SIDr ALSO BY BfflSER 

CRITICISM THAT THEY HAD AGREED TO MEET WITH THE NLF* 

NOT EASY. 

ky mho APPARENTLY MADE THE GREATEST-DIFFICULTIES DURING 

535 |f| §&ps- 

AS INVOLVINS 0 SV 1( T ™5 E ,?^i G Sn?M’THAT VE OplNLf RECOSNIZE 
ThStTHE SS’VILL bI“hEBeJ* !f HAS KY. APPARENTLY. VHO OFFERED 
TO DROP AS UNNECESSARY. TKE PHRASE «“{ T 0 °|g E | 0 g|?f TUTED -. 

I^i^^S'rwlity^thm vfI cSIpt the front at t® u ?°! , I raRE, ' CE *’ 

emphasized^is^to^make^the^last^sbItence^ofthe^jointannouncement 

(ABOUT NON-RECOGNITION OF THE NLF) AS STRONG AS POSSIBLE. 

SINCE THE GVN IN THE END GAVE UP THEIR AT pMPp~TO P|CT^E THE 
MEETINGS AS CONSISTING OF ONLY TH RE E PARTICIPANT 5 , I ^ST WI 

SlTuSm" SJ 8 ”^5°Lc!!vlS N BIND?N^ IF INSTRUCTI0]is FROM MY 

aKSSSSTaraMss- 

Us R iSSa 

ISS -SfiSSF 

ONLY ONE DELEGATION ON THE OTHER SIDE. 

WE CAN EXPLAIN, ONLY IT WILL ^ N ?5? FI 0lJR PROBLEM WILL BE TO 

raEVENT C A N DISlNTEGRATION MORALE ON OUR |g E J R0 ^ R g^ A Jj?’ 

SgSrS'‘WSIrif^?«5?SI Y V iS N S?£E H i A yT F o|V c |gTUATEs: 

8S Sv » ffiwnS?5n5 them, V tS°talksuil.l be ajignjhat 
t 5 !t D ?S rImGwIk F tS« AI IS I “nw? ISbVERT OR INTWIDAjyHE 

1KIB Il|« iiI#H 

HIMs£f R WHO SsED H THE T WORD -AGREEMENT- TO DESCRIBE THE OUTCOME 
OF TODAY’S JOINT MEETING. 
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